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Dr. Ansari's name must be added to his. Everyone could see
that by means of his tact and patience he kept the followers of
various parties together. However, it is only a few who know
of the work that he had been doing behind the scenes for the past
few months. Success would not have been possible if Dr. Ansari
had not stood by the Nehru Committee whenever that was neces-
sary. He took full advantage of his love for the Muslims. It was
impossible for any Hindu to question his ardent patriotism. He
could thus win the confidence of all.
The presence of the members of the Liberal Party and that of
Sir Ali Imam and Dr. Besant added to the distinction and impor-
tance of the gathering.
However, just as the Sardar cannot go to sleep after the
victory at Bardoli, similarly Panditji and the other members cannot
rest after the Lucknow triumph. Bharatbhushan Madan Mohan
Malaviya's happy prophecy about swaraj being established
in 1930 will not come true if the remaining tasks are not comple-
ted without delay. God helps only those who are awake, not those
who slumber. There is of course the task of mobilizing public opi-
nion behind the Nehru constitution. But the more important task
is that of developing the strength to get that constitution accepted.
Pandit Jawaharlal had reminded the meeting of this fact even at
Lucknow, Whether you are in favour of Dominion Status or of
Independence, it will be necessary to cultivate the strength to
secure either. Without this strength neither can be won. Swaraj
is not going to descend on us from the heavens. It will not be
received as a gift from the British Empire either. It can only be
the reward of our own efforts. The very word swaraj means effort
by the nation. What does a goat know of swaraj ? Can she taste
its sweetness merely because lions and other beasts of prey let it
alone ? If not the lion, his cousins will be there to eat her up.
We are in the same position. No one will be able to stand in our
way when we have developed the strength to win swaraj. Every-
one's freedom is within his own grasp.
There are two alternatives before us. The one is that of vio-
lence, the other of non-violence; the one of physical strength, the
other of soul-force; the one of hatred, the other of love; the one of
disorder, the other of peace; one that is demoniac, the other that
is godly. Bardoli has taught us an object-lesson in peace. The
path of peace is the one mentioned in the Congress pledge. But,
before the victory of Bardoli, the nation seemed to have lost faith
in peaceful methods. After that victory, it seems to have recovered
it If we want swaraj, we shall have to strive hard and follow one